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" Which " (said John) " delighted me more with what I learned
thereby than for my earthly gain; for I was thus taught by
mine own experience how the soul hath in it somewhat of
divine, and thenceforward I was most firmly convinced that
the soul liveth evermore."

15      A PIOUS FAMILY
From MS. Lamb. 51, fol. 23 a,
In the days of Henry the First, king of England, there
befel a vision of marvellous import to a certain good and holy
man, grandfather to me, Peter, fourth Prior of Holy Trinity,
London, who here describe this man's vision, in so far as I
can remember it after the lapse of so many years that have
gone by since my father Jordan was wont to relate it to me
in my boyhood. This same vision was told in past years by
my grandfather aforesaid, Ailsi by name, to his son Jordan,
who was then a youth; which same Jordan retold it, in so
far as the lapse of years had yet left it in his memory, to
his said son Peter, then but a child but now verging on his
sixtieth year....
There lived in Cornwall a man named Ailsi, simple and
upright and godfearing, who kept himself from evil; inas-
much as he strove, his whole life long, to please God and
St Stephen by good works. With such loving devotion did
he cling to St Stephen, and to the canons of St Stephen
in Cornwall1, from whom he himself held his land, that he
might be thought by a special prerogative of affection to
have deserved this vision which God vouchsafed to show
him. For St Stephen familiarly revealed to him many
hidden matters and prophecies, and graciously cherished him
in all his anxious cares, and oftentimes healed his infirmities,
in order that by such frequent consolations he might give him
to understand how pleasing was his life and his conversation
to God. For St Stephen oftentimes appeared, unto him in
the likeness of a man of venerable aspect, as to his faithful
and prudent servant whom the canons had chosen for tfaeir*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